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The Ten Command-
ments (EXODU S 19–24)

God Speaks to His People

Three months after leaving Egypt, the people of Israel camped

near Mount Sinai. The Lord told Moses to tell the people, “You

have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I carried you on

eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. If you will obey My voice

and keep My covenant, then out of all nations you will be My

treasured possession. Although the whole earth is Mine, you will

be for Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”

The Giving of the Law

On the morning of the third day, the people in the camp trem-

bled at the thunder, lightning, the thick cloud upon the mountain,

and the loud sound of a trumpet. Mount Sinai was covered with

smoke because God descended on it in fire, and the whole mountain

shook. Moses went up to the mountain to be with the Lord and stay

there for 40 days and 40 nights. God spoke, “I am the Lord, your

God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You

shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not misuse the name

of the Lord your God. … Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it

holy. … Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live

long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not

murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You

shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. You shall not

covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s

wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or

anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

Moses went up the mountain a second time and wrote down all

the words of the Lord. Then he built an altar, telling the young

men to offer sacrifices on it. Moses read God’s Word to the people.

And the people responded, “All that the Lord has said, we will do.”

Out of all nations 
you will be 

My treasured possession. 
Exodus 19:5
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